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Reflection Assignment
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Being an international student from China, I would say that the closest I have I gotten to understanding the Aboriginals is Taiwan's Malayo-Polynesian aborigines I was taught during my formative years. That being said, I have however read about the Aboriginal culture in a magazine; it struck me as peculiar. I learned that it is the oldest culture in the world, but what still fazes me is how it is interconnected to the spiritual world. The main highlight of the article was the stone technology and the Rainbow Serpent mythology. I would have to admit that before the lesson that this is the only piece of information I had about the Aboriginals in Canada.
2. Based on today’s learning experience, I have been enlightened a great deal about the Aboriginals. I have learned that about the different mythologies surrounding the tribe and their cultural heritage including rock paintings, dressing, ceremonies, and songs. What saddens me is that all their rich cultural values and beliefs are on the brink of erased after the establishment of the residential school system. I could not help but imagine an Aboriginal world where children were not forcefully assimilated to the white ways. Besides, I have learned about the injustices they had to go through in the hands of the settlers are outrageous. The Whites grabbed pieces of land that once belonged to them in a bid to bring civilization to the old day Canada. The White conquests were often characterized by bloody encounters that led to the loss of Aboriginal lives. I think the lesson is a wakeup call to all the students to start treating the Aboriginal topic seriously since it depicts a nation that was built on the suffering of other people.
3. As an early childhood educator, I think that I should treat both native and non-native children equally since what is the need for educating them when I cannot embrace pluralism. In a bid to erase the wrongs and the spirit of healing, I would teach them comprehensively about the Aboriginal culture and make them share their cultural experiences with others in the class. Not only will I teach them about equity but also make them appreciate each other's cultures. I would set a good example myself and demonstrate that our ethnic or racial diversity should not be the cause of segregation. Treating them equally at such a tender age would help me demystify certain notions that certain cultures are superior to others. It is evident from the class that the Aboriginal children taken to residential schools forgot about their cultural beliefs values. Therefore, as a childhood educator, I am tasked with the responsibility to make the non-natives understand the essence of the natives’ culture and how it is intertwined with the history of Canada.

